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Honolulu to Seattle 
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April 11 - April 2k, 1966 
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Warren King 



















Sea bird observations were carried out from 11 April to 24 April 1966 
on a crossing of the Pacific Ocean from Honolulu, Hawaii to Seattle, 
Washington on the U.S.S. Granville Hall as part of the POBSP. 

Observations were conducted for 108,3 hours over the thirteen day cruise 
for a daily average of 8.3 hours, during which time 970 linear miles were 
sampled, (average 74.6 miles per day at nine knots.) One observer was 
present at all times. Observations were suspended during mealtimes and 
resumed afterwards. 

The course followed by the ship was a more or less straight line route 
between the two ports except for a two day delay due to the necessity of 
evacuating a critically sick crew member. This evacuation required a day’s 
backtracking, and, as a result, roughly the same area was sampled on three 
succeeding days, l4-l6 April. 

The weather conditions were ideal throughout the crossing. No winds 
in excess of 20 knots were recorded. Tailwinds prevailed the first two days 
and were replaced by mild trade winds from the north to northeast for the 
remainder of the trip. 

Fog patches were encountered the last two days of the trip and a dead 
calm prevailed for 6 hours on the morning of 21 April as the ship passed 
through the center of a high pressure area. Weather observations were 

recorded every six hours throughout the cruise. 

Excellent cooperation was received from Captain Ruhsenberger, the 
officers, and crew of the Granville-Hall at all times, which made for an 
enjoyable and successful trip. 

Observation Summary 

The following species were observed only on the first two days of the 
cruise, i.e. within 300 miles of the Hawaiian Islands: 



















2 


Wedge-tailed Shearwater 133 
Newell's Shearwater 2 
Bulwer's Petrel 11 
Red-tailed Tropicbird 2 
White-tailed Tropicbird* 2 
Blue-faced Booby 1 
Brown Booby l8 
Red-footed Booby 225 
Great Frigatebird 12 
Sooty Tern 721 
Common Noddy 383 
Hawaiian Noddy 50 


The following species were observed during most days of the cruise: 


Laysan Albatross l6 
Black-footed Albatross 133 
Sooty Shearwater 589 
Leach’s Storm Petrel 35 


The following species were observed only on the last three days of the 
cruise: 



Fork-tailed Petrel 

4 

Horned Puffin 

7 

Tufted Puffin 

9 

Glaucous-winged Gull 

1 

Herring Gull 

19 

Black-legged Kittiwake 

1 

The following species were observed in 

Juan de Fuca Straights or Puget 

Sound: 

• 

Common Loon 

Glaucous-winged Gull 

Western Grebe 

Herring Gull 

Pelagic Cormorant 

Mew Gull 

Brandt's (or Double-crested) 

Bonaparte's Gull 

Cormorant 

Common Murre 

Black Brant 

Pigeon Guillemot 

Common (or Surf) Scoter 

Rhinoceros Auklet 

White-winged Scoter 

Tufted Puffin 

Scaup sp. 

Golden-crowned Sparrow 

Red-breasted Merganser 

Swift sp. 

Shorebird sp. 
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* Seen 3 days from Honolulu (400 miles) 







The following species were considered rare or accidental in terns of 


small populations or extra limital occurrence; 


Dark-rumped Petrels k 
Bonin Island Petrels 3 

Cookilaria sp. 2 
Long-tailed Jaeger • 1 
Arctic Terns 6 
Red ? Phalaropes 2 
House Sparrow 1 


Species Account 

Black-footed Albatross Diomedea nigripes 

Date April 11 12 13 14 15 l6 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

Max. No. in one 

Observation 5 10 8 15 50 67 848525 

2 PM Sea water 

Temperature 24.4 22.8 22.2 20.0 20.0 19.8 18.3 l6.2 15.1 12.9 11.7 10.0 09.4 
Observed every day of the cruise. Numbers built to a peak on 15 April 
and then dropped to a low but fairly constant level across the Pacific. The 
peak on 15 April may be partially explained in two ways. First, one half of 
the birds observed on this date were following the U.S.S. Paul Revere with 
which the Granville Hall rendezvoused. During 15 April the Granville Hall 's 
course was southwesterly. It might be assumed that albatrosses were more 
attracted to a ship which was headed toward their breeding islands than away 
from them during the breeding season. 

Prior to 15 April maximum numbers were observed during the afternoon, 
while after 15 April the highest number for the day was seen in the morning. 


Laysan Albatross Diomedea immutabilis 

April _ 11 12 13 14 15 1 6 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

Max. No. at one 

observation 0212513100100 
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Although the numbers of this species were lower than those for Black¬ 
footed Albatross, the general pattern remained the same. Peak numbers were 
observed on 15 April. Several birds showed a marked tendency to follow 
the ship, following most of the day, and passing closer to the ship than 
the Black-footed Albatross, even to the point of sweeping continually across 
the helicopter deck of the ship at a height of fifteen feet or less. 

Wedge-tailed Shearwater Puffinus paclficus 

Observed only on 11 April (126) and 12 April (7). None were seen 
further than 250 miles from the Hawaiian Islands. All were light phase. 

4 

Sooty Shearwater Puffinus griseus 

April _ 11 12 13 l4 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

25 137 l6o l4 27 10 15 7 ll 7 156 9 11 

Observed every day from Honolulu to the Washington coast. On 12 April 
two large feeding flocks contained 50 to 75 Sooty Shearwaters respectively. 
This species has seldom been observed feeding in the Central Pacific Ocean. 
Numerous records exist of birds migrating directly past feeding flocks of 
terns and shearwaters. 

At 38° N a change in the species' behavior was noted. From this point 
birds were seen frequently sitting on the water, and the directional aspect 

of those seen flying dissipated, indicating that the southern boundary of 

* 

their contranuptial range had been crossed. The large numbers on 21 April 
were sitting on the water in rafts of 5-30 birds each in a dead calm. 

All Sooty Shearwaters that came within good observation range had white 
underwing linings. No birds were seen which were suspected of being Slender- 
billed Shearwaters. 


* 
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Newell’s Shearwater Puffinus pufflnus newelli 

Two were observed on 11 April within 50 miles of Oahu 

Dark-rumped Petrel Pterodroma phaeopygia 

Four were observed during the first five days of the cruise. The 
bird of 15 April was at 28°15'N l48°45’W, a distance of 600 miles from its 
nearest breeding colony on Maui. This record probably constitutes the 
northernmost sighting of this species. 

Bonin Island Petrel Pterodroma hypoleuca 

•* 

Three were observed on 15 April at a distance of 900 miles from their 

* 

nearest breeding colony. 

Cookilaria sp. 1 

Small, light grey backed petrels of the cookilaria group were observed 
on 18 and 20 April. The fairly narrow, but distinct, dark underwing edges 
indicated that the birds probably were not those with which the author has 
some familiarity, P. h. hypoleuca, P. h. migripennia or P. leucoptera 

t 

masafuerae . 

Bulwer’s Petrel Bulweria bulweril 

Eleven were seen within 50 miles of Oahu. 

Leach’s Storm Petrel Oceanodroma leucorhoa 

i 

April_11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

oi 15 2331005203 

Observed most days of the cruise. Those observed between 12 and 17 April 
appeared to be migrating north, while those seen between 20 and 23 April were 
flying non-directionally or were sitting. The former group may be the 
Aleutian population, the latter the west coast population. 
























Fork-tailed Petrel Oceanodroma furcata 


Two were seen on 22 April and two on 23 April as the ship neared the 

» 

Washington coast. Birds, probably of this species, were seen and heard 
circling the ship at night from 20 to 23 April. 

Red-tai’led Tropicbird Phaethon rubrlcauda 

t 

Two were seen on 12 April about 200 miles northeast of Oahu. 

« 

White-tailed Tropicbird Phaethon lepturus 

Two were seen on 13 April about 400 miles northeast of Oahu. 

Blue-faced Booby Sula dactylatra 

One was observed within 50 miles of Oahu. It had adult plumage. This 

species is seldom observed northeast of the Hawaiian Islands. 

* « 

Brown Booby Sula leucogaster 

All 18 birds of this species were seen within sight of Oahu. All were 
in adult plumage. Most were taking part in large feeding flocks. 

Red-footed Booby Sula sula 

All 225 of this species were observed within 50 miles of Oahu. Five 
were immature; the rest were adult. Most were taking part in large feeding 
flocks. 

Great Frigatebird Fregata minor 

4 

Four were seen on 11 April and eight on 12 April. All were within 
250 miles of Oahu. 

Red? Phalarope Phalaropus fulicarius 

1 

Two phalaropes, presumably of this species, were seen heading north on 

t 

18 April. One sat on the water. Both were in winter plumage. 
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Pomarine Jaeger Stercorarius pomarinus 

Six of this species were seen within 50 miles of Oahu on 11 April. 

One was seen on 17 April, and one on 21 April, both heading north. 

r 

Long-tailed ? Jaeger Stercorarius longicaudus 

f 

A small jaeger, presumably of this species, was seen on 13 April as 
it headed north. 

Glaucous-winged Gull Larus glaucescen s 

One was observed on 23 April less than 100 miles from the Washington 
coast. 

Herring Gull Larus argentatus 

At least 19 of this species were seen on 23 April less than 100 miles 
from the Washington coast. 

Black-legged Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla 

One was seen on 22 April heading north about 300 miles from the Oregon 
coast. 

Sooty Tern Sterna fuscata 

Large feeding flocks of Sooty Terns were seen on 11 (l66) and 12 April 
( 555 ) • None were seen further than 250 miles northeast of Oahu. All were 
adults. 

Common Noddy Anous stolidus 

All 383 of this species were seen within 50 miles of Oahu on 11 April. 

Most were taking part in feeding flocks. 


* 
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Hawaiian Noddy Anous minutus 

All 50 were observed within 50 miles of Oahu on 11 April. Several 
were taking part in feeding flock in the company of Common Noddies, but 
most were heading toward the Hawaiian Islands in long columns. 

Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea 

One was seen on l4 April and 5 on 17 April. All were in winter 
plumage and were headed north. Evidently small numbers of this species 
migrate north across the entire eastern Pacific. 

♦ 

Fairy Tern, Gygis alba 

Three were seen on 11 April and two on 12 April. All were less than 
250 miles northeast of Oahu. All were in feeding flocks. 

Horned Puffin Fratercula corniculata 

Seven were seen on 21 April over ^00 miles from the Oregon coast. 

Tufted Puffin Lunda cirrhata 

Six were seen on 22 April and three on 23 April. The first ones were 
observed 300 miles from the Oregon coast. 

House Sparrow Passer domesticus 

A male House Sparrow flew aboard ship on 12 April approximately 200 
miles northeast of Oahu. It spent the night and departed on 13 April. This 
is the first occurrence of this species any distance at sea in the Central 





Pacific Ocean. 
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